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“It is my conviction that no person can claim to be well educated or civilized without
command of a second language. Equally it is my conviction that the study of foreign

languages must begin at the earliest possible stage of childhood when such learning can %,
have the gréatest impact at the most impressionable time of life. Beyond this, I am also %
convinced that we live in a world where at least one second la.guage will become an

increasingly indispensable tool for all of our citizens. And, I am convinced furthermore
that our children should have the widest possible choice of foreign languages to study.”
Steven Muller, President, The Johns Hopkins University

. -

v “I agree with you as to the importance of strengthening and enriching dur foreign
language programs with the aim of improving communications among people of all
nations. And in this regard your efforts have my full support.”

. Edward M. Kennedy, United States Senator

“L feel that it is important in the education of our youth to study languages of other
nations in order to achieve a balanced education. 1t is my feeling that the stuly of
modern and foreign languages will not only help the student to communicate ith
peoples of other lands but will also enhance the person’s knowledge of the Zaglish
language. [ think that it is important for our young people to have foreign language in
high school and to have at least a minimum requirement of foreign language in all
cunicula at the college and university level.”

H. F. Robinson, Provost, Purdue Univensity -

“As well as the growth in international trade which you and President Nixon both cite,
recent movements in our nation have pointed out the growing feeling which exists in
people of diverse national backgrounds to become familiar with and retain part of their
own national heritage. This movement in itself 1 regard as an extremely healthy
development in our nation and for the world in general. I hope that in the future, foreign
language teaching will receive the same sort of specialized attention and recognition from
Congress. You may be assured that I shall keep this in mind as legislative initiatives in the

field of education come before me in the Senate.”
Edmund S. Muskie, United States Senator

“Knowledge of a foreign language is the bridge of understanding between one people
and another. That knowledge enables one to communicate not only on a mind-to-mind
basis but also on a heart-to-heart basis. If we truly wish to embark upon an era of world

. understanding and peace, then we must be prepared to know our neighbor’s language and
not rely solely on his knowing ours. The teaching of a foreign language, whether it begins
at the elementary level or in high school, is essential to this understanding and should be

. _ encouraged and nurtured.”
Jacob K. Javits, United States Senator

“In this time of national retrenchment and uncertainty we have decided that we, as a
college, must tuhe an affirmative lead in the reinvigoration of our profession. As a
clussicist I am in natural sympathy with your resolution: as a president I have taken
pusitive steps to =e¢ that foreign language teaching will continue to flourish at
Middlebury.”

James 1. Armstrong, President, Middlebury College

September 1974 1
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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OrF NEW YORK
THE STATE ToucaTION OEPARTHENT
Orrice or Tue PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY
AND CoMMISSIONER OF Eoucation
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12224

Thursday 4
March 7 0)00
19 74 %

Dr. Gladys Lipton, President

New York State Association of
Foreign Language Teachers

Bureau of Foreign Languages

New York City Board of Education
1 Livingston Street

Brooklyn, ilew York 11201

Dear Dr. Lipton:

On the occasion of National and Mew York State Foreien Lanquage
Veek, April 1-g, 1974, 1 should like to reaffim the State Education
Department's commitment to the promotion of cuality foreion language
programs in the public and nonpublic schools of MNew York State.

Foreian lanauage instruction is a realistic need in tew York
State which serves as an internaticral center for world trade, social
and governmental affajrs. Foreign languaqe study prepares the nany
Americans who travel abroad for effective cormunication with peonle
in other lands. It provides skills which help young people qualify
for interesting and unique career onportunities at hore and abroad.
Knowledge of the language and culture of others helps to build com-
passion and understanding for our fellow human beings throuchout the
world,

For these reasons, 1 share the belief that foreian lancuace
learning should begin as early as possible and continue through the

adult years, 1| applaud the schonls and foreian lantuage teachers of
New York State for their excellent procrams. I look forward to

Faithfully yours,
Evald 8. Myquist

Lanqurge Aszceiation 3u'letin
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“Knowledge of foreign languages and cultural understanding is important in a
pluralistic society such as ours. This knowledge and understanding is even more important
&s the peoples of the world establish closer ties. Continued technology in the field of
communication and transportation have, in effect, made this a smaller world, making
knowledge of foreign languages a requisite in order to communicate effectively and to
understand and respect each other’s cultural heritage."

John W. Leslie, Director, Office of Information,
Publications and Reports, United States Department of Labor

New York State Amociation of Foreign Language Teachers in pointing out to the public
the need for foreign language competence and a way of achieving that competence.”
James M. Hester, President, New York University

1958 to correct the imbalances in the education system which have led to an insufficient
number of Americans knowledgeable about other languages and areas, We appreciate your
Association’s demonstration of interest and commitment to an important and under
studied area in American education, and wish to commend your continued efforts toward

a multilinguistic and culturally pluralistic society,"

Charles B. Saunders Jr., Acting Assistant Secretary for Education,
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare

“To expect the educated citizens of other lands to learn English without our troubling
to acquaint ourselves with some foreign tongue is the sort of effrontery which is fuining

America's reputation and influence abroad,”

Lynn White Jr., President, Mills College

“Rhetoric upon rhetoric has been churned out about the importance of communica-
tion for greater international understanding and, ultimately, for the construction of a
world system of government. Surely, the basis of such 4 commitment must be the
establishment of an intensive foreign language program as early as possible in American
schooks. This is not rhetoric; it is iact. | am, and have long been, devoted to this endeavor
and will do all that I can to see that -he status of foreign language programs in our schools
is preserved and improved.”

Hubert H. Humphrey, United States Senator

“If ever there was a tim: which required emphases on foreign languages as an integral

part of the curriculum, this is the time,*

Rabbi George Ende, Board of Jewish Education

“As you may know. [ have made many effurts over the years to encourage the trend
which you wish to see supported. | shall continue to do my best to uphold the nced for
foreim languag,. training in our schouls, 1 hope the cause you espouse will meet with a

large measure of suceess. Thank Vou for contacting me on this subject.”

J. Wittiany Fulbright, United States Senator

Seat:mber 1974
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A key tool in the development of internationa) understanding
is the knowledge of other languages,

New York fosters greater understanding among people of the
world through its school System, which places strong emphasis upon
the developnent of foreign language skills,

In addition, the Empire State has a multitude of speakers
who make Practical use of their foreign language 8kills in the
Professions, the arts, and the cormmercial and industria} worlds,

It is fitting that Special recognition be given to the
New York State Asscciation of Foreign Language Teachers, which
Sponsors and inspiregs foreign language Programs in schools and
colleges in every city and town of the gtate,

NOwW, THEREFORE, I, Malcolm Wilson, Governor of the State of
New York, do hereby proclaim March 31 -~ apri) 6, 1974, as

FOREIGN LANGUAGE WEER

in New York Stute,

GIVEN unger my hand and the
Privy Seal of the State at
the Capitol in the City of
Albany this fifteenth day
of March in the Year of our
Lord one thousang nine

hundred ang seventy-four.

BY THE GOVERNOR, “elerb. U oy,

Languaga Association Bullatin

-——




“I agree with you wholeheartedly in the importance of international understanding, %%
the existence of cultural. commereial and industrial interdependence among countries of e
the world and the pressing need for a hnowledge of the languages and cultures of other
proples,”™

Milton J. Shapp. Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

“I want to thank you for your letter of January 11, in which you rightly point out the
important rule that foreign language study will play in the emerging ¢ra of negotiations
and peaceful intermational relationships. The youth of today will live in an age of
unparallele] international exchange and cooperation, and those who have studied a

foreign language will be better prepared to help this nation work with others to build a
better future for mankind.”™ /

Richard M. Nixon, President

“A widening and an intensification of the teaching and study of foreign languages is
little short of a national necessity.,”

Lindsley Fiske Kimball, Vice President, Rockefeller Foundation

o “For many years | have been a atrong advocate of the study of modem foreign
{ languages by Americans. | believe that in a world like ours not only intercommunication,
- but cultural understanding, depend for a large measure on our knowledge of the languages
] of importance. It is extremely difficult for anybody to enter into another culture without
) mastering the fundamental cultural instrument, namely, its language. Moreover, from the
) standpoint of personal development, there are very few studies which give so muchof a

new dimension to an individual’s personality as the nastery of a fureign language. I have
; argued. therefore. that any educated person should have the working mastery of at least

one foreign language. Anyone looking to national and international leadership ought to
master at least two foreign languages at a high level of achievement,”

R.]. Henle, S. J., President, Georgetown University

“UPA hus always supported the teaching of foreign language in our schools. We would
: encourage the Board of Education and the Cominunity School Boards to strengthen the
language offerings on all levels and to encourage our children to ex plore the advantages of

the study of foreign lunguages,™

Charles Pilgrim, President, United Parents Association

“l am happy to evpress my support for the teaching of foreign languages in the
sevondary schools. The study of foreign language not only enriches our appreciation of
cultural divesity but enhances our sense of the integrity of the human family. It can
steengthen our rezpect for the inherent worth of all peoples and their equal rights to the
frev-t and fullest development of theie awn politival, social and economic institutions.”

George Meany, President, AFL-CIO

b - o §
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“As vou noted. the need tue trained peesonnel with a foreign language capability is
incevasing in both the public and private sector. This trend will undonbtedly continue a-
we espand one mackets abroad and meet one international commitiments.”

George McGorvern, United States Senator

Saptenber 1974 15
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NEW YORK ciTYy 15 A MU!.TI-L!NGUAL. HULTFCULTUML CITY. IT 13 AN
INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR LUSTVESS AND TRADE.

NEW YORK CITy 15 THE HOST TO \VORLD-RBNOWNED FIGURES IN THE ARTS
ANDIT 1S THE HOME OF THE UNITED NATIONS. THUS, OUI?'I’Y PROVIDES
A WELCOME FOR TRAVELERS FROM NEAR AND FAR, MANY dp wHOM

SPEAK LANGUACES OTHER THAN ENGLISH.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAM N THE COUNTRY IN ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY §CHOOLS, PU.LING A GENUDNE NERD FOR NEw YORKERS.

NOw, THEREFORE, 1, AEBRAHAM D, BEAME, MAYOR OF THE C1TY OPF NEW
K. DO HEREBY PROCLAIM THE WEEK OF APnuL, ). .°197¢, AS

"FOREICN LANGUAGE wELK"

IN NEW YORK Ci~ AND ASK ALL CITIZENS TO REWIZE TLE viTAL
ROLE FOREION ANGUAGES pLAY IN HELPI™NG TO UNDERSTAND Ooun
FELLOW HUMA;v BEINGS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD,

SET MY HAND AND CAUSED THE SEAL OF
THE CITY OF NEw YORK TO Bg APFIXED,

/O

1% Language Association Bullatin
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